
When you visit Candelas today, set up 
close to the foothills in Arvada, you’ll 
see master-planned neighborhoods that 
already have parks, trails and a sustain-
ably designed pool/rec center in place.  
But you’re not going to get the real 
picture of what sets Candelas apart from 
other areas unless you talk with residents 
using those amenities.

“People are coming here from lots of 
different places, but 90 percent of them 
are looking for a place to interact with 
other people, to form long-term friend-
ships,” says Dena Almroth, Candelas’ 
Community Coordinator, who’s watched 
Candelas grow over the past two years.

“I’ve lived in places where you don’t 
know the people on the corner,” 
Almroth adds, “but that’s not Candelas.  
Here, raising a family feels more of a 
community effort rather than an indi-
vidual one. It makes me feel good.”

She has plenty of chances to talk with 
those families at Candelas’ $3 million 
Swim & Fitness Club – with 50 percent 
of the electric demand for its pool, fit-
ness center and other attractions met by 
a heat pump and solar energy. But she’s 
also coordinating a steady calendar of 

events to nurture the neighborhood feel 
– an Octoberfest last weekend; regular 
‘kid’s nights out’ where kids gather at 
the rec center while mom and dad get a 
date night; and a ‘Trunk-or-Treat’ party, 
where families gather at the rec center 
parking lot for a Halloween party, while 
kids go from car to car, getting treats 
from the trunks of each.

All of that snowballs into informal 
networks of clubs and volunteer groups 
that began forming almost as soon 
as Candelas opened, says Almroth.  
There’s already a book club; and bike 
and running clubs that match people 
to Candelas’ expansive trail system (it’ll 
span 13.5 miles on completion), leading 
into 193 acres of community open space.  
Residents have already formed volunteer 
‘Ambassador’ teams that greet new arriv-
als in any of four neighborhoods – and 
have networks in place to reach out to 
others, and to help out when a family 
faces a crisis.

As Candelas gets set to welcome its 
400th family (well over 400 homes have 
already sold, and Candelas’ seven build-
ers have now pulled close to 500 build-
ing permits), Almroth already sees those 
networks come into play.  “Schools are a 
huge draw here,” she adds, noting that 
Candelas is served by some of the state’s 
top-rated schools like 10-for-10-star-rated 
Ralston Valley Senior High.  “But we also 
provide a lifestyle where parents spend 
more time with kids right here in the 
community -- out there with them in the 
parks and on the trails.”

You’ll see the Swim & Fitness Club and 
a site for a second set to open in 2016; 
and you’ll tour models by Richmond-
American Homes, Lennar, Ryland, 
Standard Pacific, TRI Pointe, Century 
Communities and Village Homes, all 
built to Energy Star 3.0 standards, some 
offering standard solar energy.  Take 
Indiana north from W. 64th in Arvada, 
three miles to Candelas Parkway.  Or 
from U.S. 36 at Flatiron Crossing, take 
Interlocken south a mile to Colo. 128, 
turn west to Indiana, then head south.  
From Boulder, take Hwy 93 south to 
Colo. 72 and turn east.

Master-planned Candelas in Arvada:

Arvada’s master-planned Candelas has pool and parks already in,
but a fast-developing sense of community is what sets it apart

Mark Samuelson writes on real estate and business; you can email him at mark@samuelsonassoc.com. You 
can see all of Mark Samuelson’s columns online at DenverPostHomes.com

WHERE: Candelas, 1,450-acre sustainable master plan 
in Arvada, 5 parks ready now, $3M rec center; second 
rec center opens 2016; models by Richmond-American, 
Lennar, Ryland, Standard Pacific, TRI Pointe, Century 
Communities, Village Homes.  Candelas Pkwy at 
Indiana, Arvada; from W. 64th take Indiana north 3 mi. 
to Candelas; or from U.S. 36 at Flatiron Crossing take 
Interlocken south 1 mi. to CO 128, right 2 mi. to Indiana 
and south; or from Boulder take Hwy 93 south to CO 72

PRICE: From mid-$300s 
WHEN: Today, 10 a.m. until 6 p.m.; noon-6 Sunday 
WEB: CandelasLife.com

Candelas’ dramatic setting along open space, and kids get a pony ride at a com-
munity festival at the Swim & Fitness Club (Photo:  Erin Jachimiak Photography).


